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JUDE, VERSE zi. 


BELOVED, WHEN I GAVE. ALL DILIGENCE TO WRITE 
UNTO YOU OF THE COMMON SALVATION, IT WAS 
 NEEDFUL FOR ME TO WRITE UNTO YOU, AND Ex- 
nor YOU THAT YOU SHOULD CONTEND EARNESTLY 
FOR THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED TO THE SAINTS. 


Vr has been a doubt among expoſitors, whether by the 
terms © common ſalvation,” and © the faith once deli- 


_ « yered to the ſaints, the Apoſtle intended different things, 


or the ſame thing differently expreſſed. The latter ſeems 
moſt probable. « The faith once delivered to the ſaints” 
ſeems neceſſarily to involve in it © the common falva- 


tion.“ But as this is a matter of no great conſe- 


quence, it ſhall not detain us from the conſideration of 
that which certainly is ſuch, the duty here ſo evidently 
enjoined of . contending for the faith,” To take in the 
whole _.” and diſcuſs it as fully as the time uſually 
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allowed to an exerciſe of this kind will permit, it may be 
expedient to beſtow ſome reflections on the oBJj ROH to be 
contended for; the NecessITY of contending for it; and 
the MANNER in which the contention ſhould be carried on. 


I. Tux object to be contended for is the faith once 
« delivered.” A queſtion: _ is at preſent warmly agitated 
| amongſt us —What that faith is? A queſtion ſomewhat 
extraordinary at this time of day ; but certainly no trifling 
one; fince either our opponents are guilty of degrading and 
diſhonouring the Son, of God and the Holy Spirit; or the 
Chriſtian Church has been guilty of idolatry, from the very 
days of the Apoſtles. This faith, as we fay, is that ſyſtem 
of truths revealed in the Holy Scriptures concerning the dif- 
penſations of the God whom we adore, and into whoſe 
name we were baptized; the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit; three perſons, in one God. Theſe truths are 
: propoſed. to us as the ground of our hope, our comfort, and 

our joy; a the principles on which the conduct of life is 
to be framed, accepted, and rewarded. We receive the Re- 
velation which contains the truths, upon that plenary and 
_ ſatisfactory evidence vouchſafed us of its authenticity; and 
we receive the truths which it contains, on the authority of 
the Revealer. There can be no better reaſon for receiving 
them, when that Revealer is God. Ignorance and malice 
have eine reed faith to he want t of ſenſe; but, 
8 ſurely, 


* 


& 


ſurely, there is as little ſenſe in withholding aſſent when it 


ought. to be given, as in giving it when it ought to be 


withholden. 


£ Taz different articles of our belief, diſperſed in the Scrip= 


tures, were very early collected in ſummaries, ſtyled Creeds, 
recited at baptiſm, and conſtituting thenceforth the badge 


and teſt of a man's profeſſion. + 


By a formulary of this kind, the catechumen Bim Ne 


inſtructed; the faith, once delivered, tranſmitted down to 
poſterity ; the members of the ſpiritual ſociety were kept 
together ; the doctrines by them believed and taught, made 
known to the world, and diſtinguiſhed from a multitude of 
heterogeneous and erroneous opinions, by them diſclaimed ; 
a connection with the maintainers of which would juſtly 
have brought diſcredit on themſelves and their cauſe, 


Fos theſe PTD the uſe of Creeds appears to have bs 
at firſt introduced, and fince continued. They who have at 


o Nothing can be ſtronger for the doctrine of the Trinity, as one of it's ableſt 
advocates juſtly obſerves, than that the moſt ancient creeds ſhould have been com- 


prized (for ſo many. learned men, upon good grounds, have conceived that they 
were comprized) in theſe few words; J believe in God, the Father, the Son, 
« and the Holy Ghoſt; ” ſince it is declaring the Sacred Three to be the One God; 
and no man who had been baptized according to this form, could be ignorant of 


the doctrine.— See Waterland's Importance of the dictriue of the T1 * with the 
authors there referred to. p. 223. 
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any time thought proper to depart from ſuch as were 
eſtabliſhed in the body to which they originally belonged, 
ſoon found it neceſſary to eſtabliſh ſome of their own. The 
Arians, rejecting that agreed upon at Nice, drew up ſuc- 
ceſſively many others; I think, not fewer than ſeventeen, in 


the ſpace of forty years. And remarkable are the words 


of Moſheim concerning the Socinians: * They dreaded 
« the effects of inteſtine diſcord, which portended the ruin 
&« of their community, before it could arrive at any meaſure 
« of ſtability or conſiſtence. This apprehenſion was too 
&« well founded; for, as yet, they had agreed upon no 
« regular ſyſtem of principles, which might ſerve as a centre 
et and bond of union. A ſummary of their religious doctrine 
er was firſt publiſhed in the year 1574. Their ſyſtem, af- 
«* terwards changed and new modelled, required a new con- 
« feflion of faith, to make known its principles, and give a 


clear and full account of its preſent” ſtate. A new form 


e was drawn up by Socinus himſelf, and ſtyled the Ra- 
* covIAN CATECHISM, which is ſtill conſidered as the 
« CONFESSION OF FAITH of the whole ſet” *# 


TRE true queſtion therefore concerning Creeds ſeems to 
be, not whether any ſhall be impoſed, but who ſhall be the 
impoſers ? Now, let us only ſuppoſe, that the direction of 


*. Moſheim's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Cent. 'xv1, Sect. 111, Part, 11. Chap. iv. F. 1x. 
eccleſiaſtical 
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eccleſiaſtical matters in this kingdom ſhould paſs into the 
hands of thoſe perſons, who regard the doctrine of the Trinity 
as involving in it an abſurdity equal to that of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and as being the grand obſtacle to the converſion of 
Jews, Mahometans, and deiſts ; who deem the worſhip of 
Chriſt to be groſs idolatry, and high treaſon againſt the majeſty 
of the one ſupreme God; muſt not the new unitarian church, 
with its confeſſion and ſervices, be ſo conſtituted, as utterly 
and for ever to exclude us from becoming members of it? 

Moſt undoubtedly, and of neceſſity, it muſt. An unita- 
* rian people (we are told) will not long be ſatisfied with 
« a Trinitarian eſtabliſhment.” Indeed, I ſuppoſe they will 
not; they will endeavour to overturn it: and it is our buſineſs 
to prevent them from ſo doing. 


Tas reaſoning that has been ſo often employed againſt the 
propriety of .decifions by fallible men, ſeems itſelf to be 
a fallacy, confuted by common ſenſe, matter of fact, and 
univerſal experience. A ſociety of fallible men will always 
decide for themſelves : they muſt do ſo; they muſt do the 
beſt they can. Another ſociety of fallible men will decide 
differently. Individuals muſt likewiſe decide for them- 
ſelves, to which ſociety they will be united, or whether 
they will be united to either: and all muſt bear with one 
another. 'The nature of the caſe ſeems to admit of no other 
method. ! hs 


IN 


E 3 
In the mean time, the unitarians ſhould conſider, that we 
may be as firmly perſuaded of the truth of our doctrines, 
as they can be of the truth of theirs. They ſhould do us 
the juſtice to believe that we are ſo; that we do not ſee the 
abſurdities imputed to us ; nor when we teach the doctrine 
of three PERSONS, intend to teach that of three Gops. * 


SoME, once our brethren in the faith, have forſaken it, 
and gone out from us. We lament—we muſt lament— 
their defection; but we cannot help it. They have ſacrificed 
their preferment to that which we think to be their error. 
What they have done cannot prove error to be truth ; it 
proves the ſincerity of their perſuaſion; and, as in the courſe 
of the controverſy, we apprehend, has been made to appear, 
the weakneſs of their judgment. 


SHovLD a miniſter of the unitarian church, at any future 
time, by reading the writings of Engliſh and French phi- 
loſophers, be ſeduced firſt to doubt, and then to diſbelieve 
the exiſtence of the God, whoſe worſhip, as a miniſter, 
he is obliged to conduct; and, upon that ground, relin- 
quiſh his eſtabliſhment, though the principal means of ſup- 


* Crellius himſelf is candid enough to acknowlege, that the doctrine of three 
perſons in one and the ſame individual eſſence does not conſtitute real and perfect 
tritheiſm ; becauſe of the cloſe and inſeparable union between them. See the paſſage 
cited in Stillingfleet on the Sufferings of Chriſt, Part 11. near the end, Vol. 111. 


page 407. of his works in folio, 2 ND 
5 porting 
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porting himſelf and a family—the caſe is poſſible - what 
muſt they ſay, from whoſe ſociety he thus excommunicates 
himſelf? Not that the tenet is right, but that the man 
is wrong. 


Loup were the calls for an alteration of our forms, ſome 
years ago, from men, and very learned men, of the Arian 
opinion, who never once thought of denying the preexiſtence 
of Chriſt, the miraculous conception, the plenary inſpira- 
tion of the apoſtles, and of Chriſt himſelf, (for even that is 
now denied) the immortality of the ſoul, or the ſpiritual na- 
ture of the Deity. Had an alteration then taken place, it 
muſt now have been ſucceeded by another; as the princi- 
pal of our preſent opponents has deviſed quite a different 
ſyſtem, and ſeems to entertain a more favourable opinion 
of us than of the Arians.* But be this as it may. We 
ſhall be greatly blamable, if we part with our Creeds, till our 
adverſaries are better agreed what ſhall be ſubſtituted in their 
room; and till we are aſſured, that the remedy propoſed will 
not be much worſe than the diſeaſe under which they imagine 
us to labour. Till that period ſhall arrive, there will be a 
neceſſity of contending for the faith delivered ” to us. 


« * The Arians are even leſs entitled to the appellation of unitarians than 
« the Athavaſians, who alſo lay claim to it.” Hiſfery of early opinions &fc. I. 81. 
See the Preface, P. xv. : | 

« + It is an eaſy matter for men of wit and fancy to find fault with any thing; 
« but it requires thought and judgment to ſettle things upon their true bottom. 
« Let 
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II. Turk is ſomething very unpleaſing in the Sound of 
the word CONTENTION, and volumes have been written on 
the offence occaſioned by the thing itſelf. But, alas, it is 
one of thoſe offences, which, I fear, « muſt needs come.” 
Till the ſons of Adam ceaſe to be the ſons of Adam, it 
cannot be prevented. So long, on one plea or another, the 
city will be attacked ; and if attacked, it muſt be defended : 


the ſentinel at his poſt cannot be blamed for giving the 


alarm, nor the garriſon for appearing under arms, All that 
can be done in this conteſt, as well as others, is to provide, 


Let thoſe who are diſpleaſed with the received doctrine, ſhew us a better, and 
« form any other conſiftent ſcheme (conſiſtent with Scripture and with itſelf) if 
* they can, Wiſe and good men will be always willing to reform, if there be 


t cauſe for it: but they will not be forward to pull down what appears to be 
« founded on a rock, in order only to build upon the ſand. The Trinitarians 


* have ſome ſatisfaction in obſerving, how long certain great wits have been em- 
* ployed in new modelling Chriſtianity ; and have not yet been able to agree in 
any one certain ſcheme.'* Thus, while Dr. Prieftley with ſo much earneſtneſs 
and vehemence is preſſing upon us the Socinian ſcheme, the author of Ben. Morde. 

th?*s Apoldgy laughs at the idea of ſettling the Chriſtian faith by rectifying * a Greek 


V particle in Joſtin's Trypho, or n antiquity for the opinions of the Na- 
© zarenes, Mineans, and Ebionites; calling upon us to attend to his doctrine of 


« a vilible and inferior Jehovah. See the Preface to his ſecond edition, P. v. — 
The womad Mentibned in Prov. xiv. 1, is not mentioned as the wiſeſt of women, 
who ** plucked down her houſe with her own hands,” to. {ave others the trouble, 
Should we ever be perſuaded to do like her, inſtead of the kingdom of God im- 
mediately appearing {which ſome ſeem to think would be the caſe) a very Babel 
would ariſe i in conſequence. If the experience of the laſt century cannot make us 
wiſe, moſt certain it is, that we ſhall never become ſo. When a man deceives me 
auc, ſays the Italian proverb, it is HIS fault; when twice, it is MIN. 


that 
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that it be conducted 1 in an honourable way, according to the 
laws of war, * If it be poſſible,” ſays an Apoſtle, . as far 
* as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.” } Caſes, it 
is therefore ſuppoſed, may happen, in which it will not 
be poſlible. It is not in our power to © live peaceably with 
all men, if ſome men will not live peaceably with us. We 
muſt not be the aggreſſors: we muſt not engage knowingly 
In a bad cauſe; nor perſevere, if, in the proceſs, we ſhall 
diſcover our cauſe to be a bad one. | 


W has been * expreſſed, that Religion ſhould 

ever have become the ſubject of contention. But the 
wonder would ceaſe, if it were only conſidered, that 
things become the ſubjects of contention in proportion to 
their importance ; and Religion being the moſt important 
thing in the world, they who are ſerious in their Religion 
will never ſuffer it to. be taken from them, without conten- 
tion. The fault is not in Religion, but in the different 
underſtandings, tempers, intereſts, paſſions, and prejudices 
of mankind. He who can rectify and adjuſt all theſe, will 
put an end to contention. Till this ſhall be effected, there 
will be hereſies. The Apoſtle uſes a ſtronger term; there 
_< musT be hereſies: :” + and therefore, fuch as are able 
MUST combat them, and maintain the doctrines, to which 
they oppoſe themſelves. The truths of God are not to 
be tamely given up. The injunction is, “ Contend.” 5 The | 


43 t Rom. x11, 18. + 1 Cor, x1. 19. 


B A poſtles 


1 
Apoſtles contended againſt the Jews, Pagans, and the He- 
reſiarchs of their days. The fathers of the church con- 
tended againſt the ſame enemies, and others who aroſe in 
ſucceſſion after them. The heroes of the Reformation con- 
tended againſt the Romiſh eorruptors of the faith ; the 
biſhops, clergy, and others of our own church, have con- 
tended againſt adverſaries of various denominations : and 
if we expect that church fo mona. we muſt coritend too. 


* 


Ir has been hinted to us, in ſome late ans, 
that if the Trinitarian doctrines ſhould continue to be 
obſtinately maintained, the churches which maintain them, 
and the kingdoms in which ſuch churches are ſupported, | 
will, ere long, be deſtroyed, to make way for the pure 
unitartan Goſpel. This is a very ſerious and alarming 
intimation indeed. For a zealous Antitrinitarian may fancy, 
that thoſe idolatrous churches and kingdoms require to be 
quickened in their progreſs towards deſtruction; he may 
conceive himſelf f in duty bound to become an inſtrument 
in executing the vengeance of heaven upon them, for re- 
fuling to admit an Arian or Socinian reformation, tenderet 
In a milder way. When cc the faith,” by us eſteemed that 
« delivered i to the ſaints, is repreſented as the abomina- 
e tion which maketh deſolate,” ſurely it muſt be high time 
cither to give it up at once, if it be ſuch; or to > contend for 


it, if it be not, 5 a 1 
l 5 24 7 i Our 
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Our opponents are ſhrewd, active, buſy, buſtling, and in- 
defatigable. They regard the toleration not as leave only to 
exercue their own religion unmoleſted, but as a door opened 
to unlimited free enquiry, or, in other. words, a full per- 


miſſion to attack the church in every poſſible way. They 


dare us to put in execution the laws which are ſtill ſubſiſting 
againſt the impugners of certain received articles of faith, 
enacted by thoſe who were indubitably friends to toleration 
in general. They repreſent apy human eſtabliſhment, as ſuch, 
to be a part of the Grand Apoſtacy; and wiſh to ſtrip reli- 
gion, that is, ouR religion, of the ſupport and protection 
derived from its connection with the ſtate. They inform 
us, that the nation abounds with Socinians, at preſent con- 
cealed, but ready, on a proper occafion, to declare: that 
a mine is laid under the old building of error and ſuper- 
ſtition, which a fingle fpark may, and probably ſoon will, 
inflame, ſo as to produce an inſtantaneous exploſion; in con- 
ſequence of which, that edifice, the erection of which has 
been the work of ages, -may be overturned in a moment, 
and ſo effectually, as that the ſame foundation can never be 
built upon again. Without any viſible marks of decay, and 
before its bigotted friends ſuſpe& any danger, it may vaniſh, 
we are told, like a caſtle in romance.“ 


* See Dr Prieſtley's [mpartance of Free Exguiry, P,-39, 49: It is ſomewhat 18 
markable, that, in a ſerman written and, preached abqve fgur years age, à friend 


of mine, aware of that *,gunpowdor,*! which. Dr Prieſtley and his friends (as he 
2 | W:- | tells 
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Ir this information be juſt, we are under no ſmall obli- 
gation to the perſon by whom it has been communicated. 
It is fair, it is manly, it is noble, it is kind! and we muſt 
blame ourſelves alone, if the caverns be not forthwith 
ſearched, and the combuſtibles removed. But what a man 
wiſhes, he eaſily believes; and great, as we all know, is 
the power of a lively imagination. We will therefore in- 
dulge a hope, that the above ſtate of facts may not be 
quite exact; however in proceſs of time it may poſſibly be 
realized, unleſs proper meaſures ſhall be taken on our ſide; 
unleſs we contend.” | 


TRE neceſſity of contending for the faith being thus evi- 


dent, we are to conſider 


III. Tanze manner in which that contention ſhould be 


carried on. 


Wren I ſay, CONTEND, I do not mean, by pains and 
penalties. Such we may inflict upon our adverſaries ; and, if 
they get into power (which, as they ſeem to think, will pretty 
ſoon be the caſe) they may inflict upon us. But by pro- 
tells us) have been for ſome time employed in « laying, grain by grain, under the 


< old building,” ſpoke then of © a mine, waiting, perhaps, only till ſome unfore- 
tc ſeen occurrence ſhould kindle it, to deſtroy, at one tremendous exploſion, the 


4 conſtitution in church and ſtate.— Theſe were his very words; as if he had 


been the bearer of the lanthorn, while the Doctor was at work. 5 
ceedings 


5 
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ceedings of this kind nothing is proved. The faith is 
apoſtolical; the contention ſhould be ſo likewiſe. The 
weapons of our warfare muſt be Scripture and hiſtory, reaſon 
and argument. By theſe the cauſe muſt be defended. . By 
theſe it has hitherto been defended, and the invaders have 
left many ſtrong forts behind them, untaken. We have 
ſeen nothing, as yet, which ſhould induce us to depart from 
the doctrines of our Lord's Pre-exiſtence, Divinity, and Sa- 
tisfaction, and to adopt the interpretations of Scripture de- 
viſed by the Socinians ; which of all the interpretations, at 
any time offered to the world, ſeem to be the fartheſt from 
RATIONAL *—a diſtinction to which perſons of that per- 
ſuaſion have of late claimed a kind of excluſive right. 


Bur though pains and penalties are out of the queſtion, 
we are not to be remiſs and lukewarm in the conteſt; we 
muſt contend EARNESTLY.” The word uſed by St Jude, 
ene ee Nc, refers us to the ſevere ſtruggles of the cham- 
pions in the Grecian games. The ſame alluſion, upon the 
ſame ſubject, is employed in the epiſtle to the Philippians. 


Cannot one know (ſays an excellent writer, thoroughly converſant in theſe 
s ſubjects) that the Socinian interpretation of John 1. 1. and Heb. 1. 10. or of the 
* texts relating to Chriſt's pre-exiſtence, is not the mind of Scripture ? Yea, one 
% may know it as certainly, as that a counter is not the king's coin, or that a mon- 
« ſter is not a man,” - 5 ; | 


„ Stand 
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„„ 
i Stand faſt in one Spirit, with one mind ſtriving together, 
et S N ArGe, wreſtling together, for the faith of the Goſpel, 
& and in nothing terrified by your adverſaries.” * Firmneſs 
and intrepidity become the warrior in the day of battle. An 
appearance of timidity and irreſolution will give the enemy 
occaſion to fay, that we are not ſincere ; that we diſtruſt the 
goodneſs of the cauſe in which we are engaged. The ſpec- 


tators of the combat will eaſily be led to think fo, and 


fall off to the adverſe party. Of two contrary opinions men 
may be at liberty to profeſs either ; but both are not there- - 
fore true. In a matter of ſo much moment, neutrality 
muſt be criminal. Why halt ye?” fays the prophet. In 


other words. Uſe your judgment; chuſe your fide ; and 


« adhere to it, till you ſee good reaſon to the contrary.” 
It is eaſy to foretell the iſſue of a conflict, if all be 
activity on one part, and indolence on the other. Athana- 


ſius once ſtood ſingle agianſt the world, and prevailed. But 


the faithful have not yet ſo far ceaſed from among us. 
Numbers of great, good, and able men are left, ſound in 
faith, and mighty in the Scriptures. A field worthy of 
their abilities and attainments is open before them, and there 
are many adverſaries. Some opinions may be ſafely truſted 


with the public; they will die away of themſelves. But 


others are of a nature ſo flattering to human pride, ſo congenial 
* Phil, 1. 27. | 
| to 


* 

to the prejudices of an age long trained to deſpiſe myſteries, 
and propagated with ſo much induſtry, management, and con- 
fidence - that they ought to be withſtood. * Tares will be 
ſown, if the huſbandman ſleep; and he may be aſtoniſhed, 
when he awakes, to behold the luxuriancy of their growth. 
No miſchief will ariſe from diſcuſſion. Truth always has 
been, and always will be a gainer by it. It is a wholeſome 
exerciſe for us. It excites attention, and prevents Ix DIF - 
FERENCE, the enemy, of all others, moſt to be dreaded. 


Bur while zeal is recommended, let not charity be for- 
. gotten. They are by no means incompatible. Who more 
zealous than the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles? And where 
can be :found a brighter example of charity? Boldly con- 
futing and reproving falſe doctrines, and corrupt practices; 
but ever ready to devote himſelf :for the welfare of thoſe, 
among whom they prevailed. After his own example, he 
directs others to be ae w wyary, to ſpeak the truth 
in love; fo to maintain truth, as not to violate charity. 
A golden precept, worthy to be engraven on the hearts of all 
ho may be called forth to 5 contend for the faith“ that 


* They 1 been withſtood, and jet” withſtood. 155 thanks of the Church 
of England are due to Dr. HoxsLE, for his ſrafonable, learned, and judicious 
writigs;' in her defence. Let him oceupy the department he is ſo thoroughly 
qualified to fill, and- go on fruſtrating / che attempts of our, f adverſaries to deprive 
us of the argument from tradition, | 

+ Epheſ. xv. 15. 


they 
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they may do honour to their cauſe by the arguments propoſed, 
and no diſhonour to themſelves by the manner of propoſing 
them. The weight of the reaſons will not be at all dimi- 
niſhed by the courteouſneſs of the addreſs : in it's effęct it 
will be much increaſed. Mankind. care not to be driven; 
they muſt be led into all truth. It was the method practiſed 
by the Apoſtles ; it ſhould be practiſed by their ſucceſſors. 
Thus, and thus only, they are to“ heap coals of fire on the 
« heads” + of their opponents. The droſs will - ſeparate, 
and the metal flow pure. Logic ſhould be uſed without 
acrimony ; and wit, if it be uſed at all, tempered with good 
humour, ſo as not to exaſperate the perſon who is the ob- 
ject of it; and then, we are ſure, there is no miſchief done. 


The diſputant ought to be at once firm and calm; his head 


cool, and his heart warm. Thus a controverſy ſometimes 
begins; but thus, alas, it ſeldom ends; the iraſcible paſſions 
being generally excited, and full utterance given to them in 
its progreſs : allowance muſt therefore be made, on all 
ſides, for the failings of humanity. That the op1UM THE“ 
OLOGICUM exceeds every other, is ſaid, perhaps, without 

ſufficient reaſon, . The vehemence of a.conteſt will be in | 
proportion to its ſuppoſed importance, the length of its con- 


tinuance, or the frequency of its repetition. When men 


are earneſt, in ſhort, they are apt ſometimes to be violent. 
Our adverſaries have taken to themſelves and their opinions 


+ Rom. X11. 20. 


the 
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the epithet of LIBERAL, as well as that of RATIONAL. It 
may be, with equal reaſon. For why it is more liberal to 
deny, than it is to affirm, the doctrine of the Trinity, ſeems 
hard to ſay: and ſome pages might eaſily be filled with lan- 
guage concerning that doctrine, employed by the Polonian fra- 
ternity, which would make every ear in this audience 
to tingle. 


THERE 1s another property which one would moſt de- 
voutly wiſh a controverſy to poſſeſs, namely, brevity. A great 
bock, in this way, is indeed a great evil, if the point can be 
. ſettled in a ſmall one. The ſuperfluity of naughtineſs ſhould 
be cut off; all flouriſh and declamation, ſelf-adulation and 
perſonal altercation, rhetorical amplification and digreſſion, 
every ſentence not immediately ad rem, as uſeleſs and noxious 
excreſcencies, pared away ; that point diſcovered, on which 
the diſpute turns, and the opponent cloſely confined to it.* 


+ Plenty of it may be ſeen in that uſeful work—Dr. Jonathan - Edwards's 

Preſervative againſt Sociniani/m, | 
* In doing this, no diſputant, perhaps, ever excelled Mr. Leſlie. The pole- 
« mical {kill of a Leſlie,” is an expreſſion of Bolingbroke. A clergyman's library 
ſhould not be without this author's theological works, in two volumes, folio, con- 
taining his pieces againſt Deiſts, Jews, Romaniſts, Socinians, and Quakers, He is 
ſaid to have brought more perſons, from other perſuaſions, into the Charch of 
England, than any man ever did; his {kill in converſation being equal to that in 
writing, Allowance muſt be made for a ſtyle, which, though ſufficiently perſpicu- 
ous and nervous, is not according to the modern ideas of correctneſs and elegance, 
« Bayle ſtyles him a man of great merit and learning. Mr. T. Salmon obſerves, 
that his works muſt tranſmit him to poſterity, as a man thoroughly learned and 
' $4338 truly 
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Terms ſhould be defined, to prevent ambiguity and eva- 
fion ; arguments and objections carefully collected, and me- 
thodically arranged ; ſtated and anſwered with all poſſible 
conciſeneſs and perſpicuity ; leaving as little room, as may 
be, for replies and rejoinders; the ſad conſequence of which 
is not only loſs of time and temper to the writers, but diſguſt 
in the readers, who grow weary, and, deſpairing of being able 
to fix their opinions, reſolve to give themſelves no farther 
trouble about religion. For general utility, perhaps, the di- 
dactic form, with the objections duly noticed and obviated 
in their places, is preferable to the ſtrictly polemical. The 
latter is often laid aſide, with the diſpute which occaſioned 
it; but the former, if well executed, may continue to be 


read and referred to, as a ſtaple and ſtandard book of inſtruc. 


tion on the ſubject of which it treats, from age to age. 


Tux conduct of our opponents of different denominations 
impreſſes one leſſon upon us with great force. It is this; 
however our ſtudies may be employed, never to loſe ſight of 


We truly pious. But a better and more diſintereſted judge, Mr. Harris, informs us, 
© that he made ſeveral converts from Popery; and ſays, that, notwithſtanding his 
« miſtaken opinions about government, and a few other matters, he deſerves the 


« higheſt praiſe for defending the Chriſtian religion againſt Deiſts, Jews, and 


* Quakers, and for admirably well ſupporting the doctrines of the Church of 
% England againſt thoſe of Rome.” See Biographical Dictionary. — Mr. Leſlie's 
writings have been neglected, becauſe he had the misfortune to be a Nonjuror. 
But fince the age is diſpoſed to drop prejudices, it is a pity that this alone ſhould be 
ſuffered to remain; eſpecially as the ſubject of it is naw 60 waxed old, and ready 


« to vaniſh away.“ | 
- the 
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the grand object, but to keep it conſtantly in view, and con- 
trive by all means to forward it. It is marvellous to behold 
in what manner every department of literature has been oc- 
cupied, and converted into a battery againſt the faith and 
the church. Half our danger does not ariſe from tracts pro- 
feſſedly penned on the ſubject of religion, but from writings 
of other kinds, carrying nothing hoſtile in their appearance. 
The unſuſpecting reader, who ſate down to inform or amuſe 
himſelf with a piece of natural or civil hiſtory, biography, 
a poem, a tale, or a fable, if he have not his wits about him, 
finds his reverence for the doctrines of Chriſtianity, and thoſe 
who teach them, filched from him; riſes, to his great ſur- 
prize, half an infidel; and is not ſure whether he has a ſoul, 
a Saviour, or a God. As it has not yet appeared that the ta- 
lents of believers are leſs various, or leſs excellent, than thoſe 
of unbelievers, all theſe methods of diffufing error, ſhould be 
counteracted by the advocates. for truth. The taſte of the 
age ſhould be attended to, and inſtruction adminiſtered 
' through ſuch vehicles as are moſt likely to make it palatable. 
Every man, in that way to which his genius directs him, 

ſhould exert his abilities in the ſervice of his Maker and Re- 
deemer. He ſhould early form a plan for this purpoſe, to be 
kept in view, during the courſe of his reading, whether ftated 
or occaſional. He will be pleaſed to find, when he does this, 
how every book he opens will lend its aſſiſtance, and furniſh 


ſome hint that may be improved, for the promotion of 
C 2 | his 
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his deſign.“ An obſervation may be here added, that as in 
political, ſo in religious conteſts, execution is done among 
the people, not by bulky treatiſes, but ſmall pamphlets, writ- 
ten down to the apprehenſions of the vulgar, Oy Cir- 
culated, and fold at a low price. 


My brethren of the clergy will, I am ſure, conſider, 
with me, and lay theſe things to heart. We engage, at or- 
dination, not only “ by the Scriptures to teach and exhort 
with wholſome doctrine = but likewiſe, to ** withſtand 
* and convince gainſayers; ; to be ready with all faithful 
te diligence to baniſh and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange 
* doctrines, contrary to God's word; and both privately and 
« openly to call upon and encourage others to do the ſame. 4 
The faith'is a precious depoſit committed to our charge. No 
Care, no pains can be too great, to preſerve it to our people, 


In this particular, among others, one of our old divines uſed to fay, he found 
the good effect of a cuſtom he had long praiſed, which was, on a ſunday evening, 
to put a freſh ſermon on the ſtocks, for the ſunday enſuing. Something always oc- 
curred, that was of uſe, in the reading of the week; during which, he never failed 
to aſk himſelf, as he went on, To what purpoſe can I apply this, in the way of my 
profeſſion ?—An excellent rule. See that improving little book, the Life of Dr. 


Hammond, by Biſhop Fell. 


+ An excellent little tract was printed for Rivington, in 1774. I wiſh 20,000 
of them were diſperſed through the kingdom, at this time. It was intitled, 4 Pre- 
ferwative againſt the publications diſperſed by modern Socinians ; in which the impiety and 
 abJurdity of their nope are clearly . addrefſid by a country clergyman to bis 
pariſpioners. | . | 
1 Ordination Office, 5 


and 


f «an | 

and deliver it down to our ſucceflors in the miniſtry, pure 
and unadulterated. Neither violence nor fraud ſhould be ſuf- 
fered to rob us of the ineſtimable treaſure. God and his 
church expect and require, that we fulfil honourably this en- 
gagement, ſo ſolemnly formed in the preſence of both. 
Whenever our faith is aſſaulted, to us the world naturally 
looks up for its defence; and it is well, if a failure in this 
part of our duty be not, one day, urged againſt us, as an 
argument for the abolition of an uſeleſs order of men. It is 
the property of our great adverſary, firſt to TEMPT, and 
then to ACCUSE, | 


Tur propagation and ſupport of true religion, conſtitute, 
indeed, our peculiar taſk, the preſcribed employment of our 
time, the proper exerciſe of our powers and faculties ; for 
want of which, they will be either turned to other purſuits, 
quite foreign from our profeſſion, or diſſipated in frivolous 
amuſements, or permitted to ruſt in ſloth and indolence.* 
Study of the Scriptures and Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory muſt ever 
be regarded as the firſt duty of a clergyman, becauſe that 
alone can prepare and qualify him for a diſcharge of all the 
reſt. It is a duty which, if cordially taken in hand, and 
. vigorouſly proſecuted, will ſoon become his pleaſure, And 


| „When a friend told Biſhop Cumberland, he would wear himſelf out by his 
inceſſant application; “It is better, replied the Biſhop, to wear out, than to 


rat out." 
when 


I 22 
when a man's duty becomes his pleaſure, he is a happy man. 
Till then, he never can be one; being indebted, for his 
peace of mind, if he ever enjoy any, only to the want of 
conſideration and reflection. But what is there which can 
ſo enlarge, improve, and delight the human mind, as a con- 
templation of the truths and diſpenſations of the Almighty ? 
Where is the pleaſure that can ſtand the compariſon for a 
moment ? I know of none that is not as much inferior, as 


- 


earth is to heaven. 


Tux Church of England, from the time of the Reforma- 
tion, has gloried in a learned clergy, who ſtood prepared to 
repel, with {kill and vigour, the aſſaults of her various ad- 

' verſaries. Some would perſuade us, that this glory is depart- 
ing from her. The number of learned Socinians, it is faid, 

« is increaſing ; that of learned Trinitarians, decreafing.”* 


TRE - remark cannot but excite ſome wonder, when 
coming from one ſo evidently overmatched, as he appears 
to have been, in point of learning, by his very reſpectable 
antagoniſt. It affords, however, an uſeful hint to us, not to 
grow ſlack and remiſs in our profeſſional ſtudies ; not to think 
of ſubſiſting on the fame acquired by our predeceſſors, but, 
diligently availing ourſelves of their labours, ſtill farther to 
advance and ſet forward the truth by our own. A general dif- 
Sufien of knowlege in theſe latter days has enabled the lower 


Importance of Free Enquiry, P. 51. 
5 orders 


1 


orders of mankind to become acquainted with the objections 
urged againſt doctrines laid down by our church as eſſential 
and fundamental. Her miniſters, therefore, will be frequently 
called upon for anſwers to thoſe objections ; which, without 
having read and thought well upon the ſubject, they may be 
at a loſs to furniſh. Advantage will be made of this circum- 
ſtance ; their people will be ſeduced, and the enemy will 
exult. A very ſmall portion of time, applied regularly and 
conſtantly to any one purſuit, will ſoon effect things almoſt 
incredible. It is recorded of the great Uſher, that wiſhing 
to know, at firſt hand, the ſentiments of antiquity on the 
points in diſpute between the Romaniſts and ourſelves, he 
went through, between the age of 20 and 38, the volumi- 
nous writings of the Fathers, by devoting, amidſt his other 
| Habours, a ſmall proportion of time eyery day to that purpoſe, 
Taſks of this extent and difficulty need not be now impoſed 
on a clergyman. The evidence on moſt controverted docs 
trines has been collected and arranged for him; and by means 
of a few well choſen books, * peruſed with due attention, he 


* Such as—Biſhop Bull's Latin Works ; Waterland's Importance of the Doftrine 
of the Trinity; his Sermons at Lady Meyer's Lectures 3 Dr. Ridley's at the ſame 
lecture, on the Holy Spirit; the writings of Dr. Randolph; Mr. Jones's Carholic 
Doctrine of the T1 rinily; Full Anſwer to the Eſſay on Spirit; Leiter to the Common Peo- 
ple; to a Young Gentleman at Oxford; Remarks on the Confeſftonal. 


On Socinianiſm ; Grotius de Satisfaione ; Stillingfleet's Diſcourſe on the true Rea- 


fon of Chriſt's Suffering, againſt Crellius; Biſhop Coneybear's Sermon on the Sa- 
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may become a ſufficient maſter of the ſubject, and of the 


arguments which have been, or indeed can be, produced; 


for there is but little freſh matter at this time to be ſtarted. 
What progreſs might he make, within the compaſs of a year, 
at the rate of a couple of hours only in each day? 


By ſuch an employment of his hours, he will be prepared, 
whenever ſummoned, to render a good account of them. 
Conſcious that he muſt render an account, and cannot ren- 
der a good one, it is impoſſible for him, if he reflect at all, 
to continue long at eaſe. The grand queſtion concerning our 
conduct is, how it will appear at the great ſcrutiny; and he 


alone is truly wiſe, who ſpends his time as, at the laſt hour, he 
will with to have ſpent it. Happy the man, who may be able 


with all humility to ſay, when that hour ſhall come -“ The 
« time which thou haſt given me has been paſſed in thy ſer- 
« vice. I have not ſuffered myſelf, through indolence, or 
« diflipation, to live in ignorance of thy truth, or to with- 
« hold it from others. I have laboured diligently and faith- 
« fully to find it; and, when found, to publiſh and defend it. 
« It is not my fault, if the people periſh for lack of know- 
85 lege. I have done My" beſt: J have fought a good fight: 


tirfaftion ; Edward's n Leſlie 8 Dialogues 6 on  Socinianifm ; ; with Moſheim's 8 
Account of its riſe and progreſs, in his Fcclgſiaſtical Hi liftory. 


For ;the Judgment of the Fewiſh Church againft the Unitarians, Dr. Allix' s book 


with that title; a moſt learned, valuable, and decifive work, on that part of 


the ſi ubject. . 7 


I have 


= 
J have kept the faith; and endeavoured, that others ſhould 
« do the ſame.” This is a ſtate of ſatisfaction and comfort 
for a miniſter of Chriſt, weighed againſt which, the world, 
with all it's wealth, all its pleaſures, and all its honours, is 
« duſt upon the balance, without weight, and without 
e regard,” 


Bor beſides the teſtimony borne him by his conſcience 
within, other witneſſes will appear in his favour from with- 
out. He will have the approbation and thanks of all thoſe 
who wiſh well to the church and to their country; who do 
not apprehend, that the latter will be benefited by the de- 
ſtruction of the former, or a nation ſaved by apoſtaſy from 
it's Saviour. He will have the atteſtation of multitudes, that 
by his miniſtry, by his diſcourſes, by his writings, they were 
preſerved or reclaimed from error and from death, and con- 
ducted in the way of truth and life. Behold him, and the 
children which God hath given him, like the arrows in 
« the hand of the mighty: happy is the man that hath his 
« quiver full of them; he ſhall not be aſhamed when he 
* ſpeaketh with his enemies, at the ſeat of judgment,” * 


ON that ſeat he will view the bleſſed Perſon, for whoſe 
faith he has contended ; whoſe cauſe he has maintained ; the 
honour of whoſe name he has aſſerted and vindicated ; who 
has been a ſpectator of the conflict, and will award the crown. 


® Iſai. vii. 18. Heb, 11. 15. Pf. exxviI. 4, 5. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


IT was obſerved, in the preceding diſcourſe, that little - 


new can now be advanced, on the ſubject in hand. The 
diſcourſe which follows will confirm the obſervation. It 
is indeed no more than a very compendious extract from 
certain parts of three books, which have been, for ſome 
time, before the world, and to which it is intended only as 
a mark of reference and recommendation, for ſtudents 
in theology. They are, Dr Waterland's eight ſermons, 
preached at Lady Moyer's Lecture, on Zhe Divinity of our 
Lord: Dr Ridley's incomparable diſcourſes, at the ſame 
lecture, on the Divinity and Operations of the Holy Spirit: 


and the Reverend Mr Jones's Catholic doctrine of the Trinity 


proved by above an hundred texts, &c. 7 in theſe books the 
reader do not receive conviction, I much fear it is not in my 
power to give it him. He muſt purſue his own way, and 
permit me to purſue mine. He will do me the juſtice, how- 
ever, to believe, I ſhould not reproduce old arguments, did 
1 not find myſelf able to anſwer objections, to my own 


ſatisfaction, That I can anſwer them, to the ſatis faction 
| of 
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— —— ———— —U— . — Zp—B—ä2 S99eAh> 8 


E  ] 

of Dr Prieſtley, I have not the vanity to preſumes He 
is furniſhed, I am very ſenſible, with replies (in his own 
opinion, and that of his friends, ſufficient ones) to any thing 
that can be written by myſelf, or by thoſe who are much 
better qualified to diſcuſs the queſtion. My object, in 
throwing out this ſhort diſcourſe, 1s, to bear my teſtimony to 
that faith, in which I propoſe to live ; and for which, if 
called upon, I ſhall, I humbly truſt, be prepared' to die. 
Whether Dr. Prieſtley will order me to rank under the 
Randard of ignorance, or inſincerity (two claſſes into which, 
it ſeems, he has divided us) it is impoſſible for me to tell. I 
am conſcious to myſelf of being an honeſt man. If after fo 
many years. paſſed. in ſtudies of this kind, I am ſtill in igno- 
rance (and 1 fear it is of the invincible fort) I am a very un- 
fortunate one. For his induſtry and diligence in literary pur- 
ſuits, no perſon living can reſpect and honour Dr Prieſtley 

more than myſelf. They are qualities, which, I hope, we 
ſhall endeavour to imitate. To follow him, paſſibus quis; 
few indeed are able ; perhaps, none : and in his philoſophical 
reſcarches all ſucceſs attend him! We have only to wiſh, that, 


axtguching matters theological, his abilities had been em ployed 


BM 

in a line more, as we apprehend, to the benefit of the Chriſtian 
world. If the doctrine of our Lord's Divinity be not the 
doctrine of the Scriptures, and of the primitive church, it 


matters not how, when, or by whom, it was afterwards in- 
troduced. It ſhould not have been received ; it ought not to 
be retained. On the other hand, if it really be the doctrine 
of the Scriptures, and of the primitive church (as J declare 
before God, in the ſincerity of my ſoul, upon the beſt judg- 
ment I can form, I am verily perſuaded, it is)—Tatxn—all 
that Dr Prieſtley has ln in four large volumes, concerning 
the Jews, and the Gnoſtics, and the Ebionites, and the Na- 
zarenes; concerning Plato, and Philo, and Juſtin Martyr, and 
Tertullian; concerning philoſophers, fathers, and heretics 
many and diverſe, but all unitarians; concerning the ſuppoſed 
caution of the apoſtles, and the metaphyſical and injudicious 
arguments and diſquiſitions of writers, whether ancient or 
modern, upon any part of the ſubject; all this, with the goodly 


edifice raiſed on ſuch a foundation, falls directly to pieces, 
vaniſhes into air, 
And, like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 


Leaves not a wreck behind. 
ResPECTING 


enen 
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_Re8PECTING ſuch animadverſions as may be made on theſe 
diſcourſes, it is not my intention to carry on any altercation, 
in ſeparate pamphlets. They will be conſidered in a tract, to 
be compoſed, if God ſhall grant life, health, and ſufficient 
leiſure from other neceſſary employments, on the doctrine of | 
our Lord's Divinity, and the different arguments which have 
been urged againſt it. Indulgence i is requeſted, as to the article 
of time. I cannot write ſo faſt as Dr, Prieſtley does; and I 
wiſh to execute the work with care and attention ; after which, 
it ſhall be left to the judgment of the learned, the pious, and 


the candid, of all denominations. 


MATT. XXVIII 19. 


GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAp- 
TIZING THEM IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND 
or THE sox, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. 


U.CH is the ſolemn form of baptiſm, preſcribed by our 

bleſſed Lord himſelf, as a perpetual ſtanding law to his 
church. Having redeemed mankind, and thereby acquired a 
new and ſpecial claim to their homage and ſervice, he enter- 
ed upon, and took poſſeſſion of his purchaſed inheritance. 
And for what end? Plainly, that he might bring all nations, 
thus made his own by right of redemption, to the knowlege 
and worſhip of the true God. And how is this done? Why, 
by making them acquainted, in the very firſt inſtance, with 
the obligations conferred upon them by three ever bleſſed 
perſons, called by the names of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 
Theſe three perſons, therefore, thus related and thus named, 


conſtitute that one true God, into whoſe name, faith, and 
E profeſſion, 
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profeſſion, people of all the nations of the earth, and among 
them, we who are here affembled, have been baptized. In 
this conſiſted the ſum of Chriſtianity: on this foundation 
were the apoſtles to erect a church throughout all the world. 
Here, if any where, a right underſtanding, upon ſofimportant a 
point, as the nature of God, and the manner of his exiſtence, 
would be highly neceſfary ; nor could any one miſtake more 
dangerouſly and fundamentally, than in ſuch an article as 
this. —Let us then conſider, if you pleaſe, how much is im- 
plied in the form of baptiſm thus preſcribed by our Lord to 
the univerſal church, and by that church retained, and ob- 
ſerved, from its firſt foundation to the preſent hour ; how 
this is confirmed by the declarations of Scripture at large ; 
and the intereſt we have in the doctrine that thall be | thus 
eſtabliſhed. | 


1. Now by the being ai into the name of God, 
can be meant no leſs than entering into covenant with a per- 
ſon, as God; profefling faith in him as ſuch ; enliſting one's 
ſelf into his ſervice ; and vowing all obedience and ſaubmiſ- 
fion to him. Such is the natural, the obvious import of this 
rite, by which we are admitted into the church of Chrift, 
this ſolemn form of baptizing in the name of the F ather, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; that is, into the 
faith, ſervice, and worſhip, of the Holy FO 

For let us reflect a little — 


THz 
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Tux nations were to be baptized in the name of three 
perſons, in the ſame manner, and therefore, ſurely, in the 
ſame ſenſe, as in the name of one. Whatever honour, re- 
verence, or regard, is paid to the Father, in this ſolemn 
rite, the ſame we cannot but ſuppoſe paid to all three. Is 
he acknowleged as the object of worſhip ? So are the other 
two perſons likewiſe. Is he God and Lord over us? So are 
they. Are we his ſubjects, ſervants, and ſoldiers, enrolled 
under him? So are we equally under all. Are we hereby 
regenerated and made the temple of the Father? So are we 
likewiſe of the of Son and Holy Ghoſt. «© Wx will come, 
e ſays our Lord, and make our abode with him.” + The 
outward act reſpects all the three; the inward meaning and 
fignification muſt do the ſame. 


WIE may conſider likewiſe, that in the very names of Father 
and Son, a near relation, alliance, and unity, between two of 
the perſons, is intimated ; and in reaſon, we muſt infer ſome- 
thing of a ſimilar kind for the third, ſo cloſely joined with 
them. It is not ſaid, in the name of God and his two faith» 
« ful ſervants ;” nor of God, and Chriſt, and the Holy 

« Ghoſt ;”* which might have ſuggeſted a thought, that one 
only of the three was God; but, in the name of the Fa- 
« ther and of the Son,” a ſtyle perfectly equal and familiar, 
without any note of diſtinction more than that of a per- 


+ John xiv. 23. 
E 2 ſonal 
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ſonal relation, carrying with it the idea of a ſameneſs of 
nature; as, among men, every Father and Son are of 
the ſame human nature with each other. From the very 
wording of the form of baptiſm, therefore, moſt reaſonably 
might it be preſumed, that the two firſt perſons named were 
equally divine: and the inference from thence would fairly, 
and indeed unavoidably, reach to the third, to make all 
ſuitable and conſiſtent ; beſides that the terms _— and 
Spirit, akin wi 2 point the ſame way. | 


Bor it is yet farther to be conſidered by us—and a con- 
fideration it is of very great weight indeed upon the ſubject 
— that a new religion was to be introduced with this ſolemn 
form of words. And among whom was it to be introduced? 
Among Gentiles, or Heathen nations. Theſe were to be 
taught to turn from their Vanities to the living God ; to 
renounce their idols and falſe gods, and ſo to be baptized 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Now, what muſt oecur to THEM, upon this 
occaſion, but that, inſtead of all their deities, to whom they 
had before bowed down, they were in future to ſerve, wor- 
ſhip, and adore, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the only 
true and living God? From the pompous and ſolemn pro- 
clamation of theſe three perſons in oppoſition to all other 
gods, what could THEY conclude, but that theſe Three 


poſſeſſed in reality that Divinity which was falſely preſumed 
| © mO__ 
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with reſpe& to the gods of the nations; that they had a 
natural right to all that homage and ſervice, which men 
ſhould pay to a Divine Being? We may add, that the cir- 
cumſtance of the form running in the NAME—not NAMES, 
but in the ſingular number, Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, might and did in the 
ſtrongeſt manner intimate, that the authority of all the 
Three was the ſame, their power equal, chen perſons un- 
Givided, and their glory one. 


Tax laſt. confideration under this head ſhall be, that no- 
thing can appear more unreaſonable, or unnatural, than to 
ſuppoſe, that Gop and two CREATURES are here joined to- 
gether in ſo ſolemn a rite of admiſſion into a new religion, 
into the ſervice of the living God, in direct oppoſition to all 
c REATURE-woks HIP. For no rational account can be given, 
why the Son and Holy Ghoſt ſhould be thus cloſely and 
equally joined with the Father, in an act ſo public, and of 
ſo high importance to the ſalvation of all men, unleſs it be, 
that all men are required to believe in, to worſhip, and to 
ſerve THEM alſo, as well as the Father: neither can it be 
reaſonably imagined, that they are recommended to us in 
any ſuch capacity, as perſons to be believed in, ſerved, and 
adored, if they be cReEATuREs only; much leſs, if Chriſt 
be no more than a mere man, like one of us ; and the Holy 
Spirit, a property, or quality only, of the Father—in ſhort, 

if 
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if the three, taken together, be any other, than Tax LIVING 
AND TRUE GoD. 


| Tu us far we have been arguing on the words of the text, 

and the doctrine implied in them, without taking in what 
the Scripture has revealed at large concerning the Divinity 
of the three perſons, which was, in the 


II; Place, propoſed to be done. 


CoNCERNING the Divinity of the Father there is no 
diſpute. Reſpecting that of the Son, you ſhall judge for 
yourſelves, when I have laid before you what the Scriptures 
teach relative to his titles, his n and the actions 


aſcribed to him. 


Tur divine titles given to | the Son in Holy "$6 are 
as follow. He is called . the Word that was in the begin- 
ning with God, and was Gop;“ that © was made fleſh,” 
and whoſe . glory was the glory of the only begotten of the 
« Father.” * When it is ſaid, A virgin ſhall conceive, 
* and bear a ſon,” it is ſaid alſo, they ſhall call his 
« name Immanuel, that is, Gov wirk us.“ + He is 
the Lox p, before whoſe face John the Baptiſt was ſent ;f r 
the Loxp Gop foretold by Iſaiah, who was to“ feed his 
« flock like a Shepherd.” & Of Jeſus Chriſt it is affirmed 
by St John, This is THE TRUE Gop, and eternal life.” l 


- John 1. 14. + Matt, 1. 23. Luke 1. 76, 5 Iſai, xL. 10, 11. 
f 1 John v. 20 8 
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St Paul mentions © the appearance of the GREAT Gon and 
* our Saviour,“ or, * our GREAT GoD and Saviour, Jeſus 
e« Chriſt,” * for it is he who ſhall appear to judge the world. 
Ifaiah ſtyles him, Wonderful, Counſellor, the Mienry 
« Gop;” + St Paul again, © Go over all, bleſſed for ever- 
© more.” 4 In the Old Teſtament, Chriſt is frequently called 
Jenovan, || a name which can belong to no one but God. 
In the Revelation he is introduced as ſaying of himſelf, «I 
e am Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, 
&« faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is 
* to come, the Almighty.” $ By St Paul he is ſtyled 
& The Lord of Glory ;” and by St John, King of Kings, 
& and Lord of Lords.” And thus much for his titles. 


As to his attributes, he is declared to be eternal, „with- 
« out beginning of days, or end of life ;” C unchange- 
able, remaining the ſame, when the heavens, and the earth, 
and all that is therein, ſhall be changed, and paſs away; Je- 
« ſus Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever; ||[| 


wh: EL Es TD + Ifai. 1x. 6. t Rom. 1x. 5. 
| Jer. xx III. 6. Zech. x11. 10. cited John x1x. 34. Rev. 1. 7. Ifai. xl. 10. 
© Rey. 1. 11. I cannot forbear recording it (ſays Dr. Doddridge) that this 

ce text has done more than any other in the Bible, towards preventing me from giv- 
« ing into that ſcheme, which would make our Lord Jeſus Chriſt no more than a dei- 
* fied creature,” A denial of the pRE-Ex15TENCE muſt have ſeemed ſtrange doctrine 
to RIM. Dr Kippis, who was his pupil, when he comes to Dr Doddridge's life, in 
the Bio AT RIA, will tell us, perhaps, what he thought of it. 

Heb. v11, 3. [1 Heb, x11, 8, 


% knowing 
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* knowing all things, knowing what is in man, + ſearch- 
« ing the hearts and reins: | preſent every where, in the 
midſtof his people wherever afſembled, || to hear the prayers 
put up at the ſame time from the different quarters and ends 
of the earth; which cannot be the caſe of ſaints or angels. 


of the actions aſcribed | to Chriſt, it may ſuffice to name 
four only. According to the Scriptures, he created the world 
by his power; § he governs it by his providence; how elſe 
can he ſuperintend the concerns of his church? He re- 
deemed it by his mercy ; and he will judge it, at the laſt. 
day. Surely no Being, leſs than Divine, can be equal to works 
like theſe. When he ſhall appear on his throne, as the Judge 
of all the earth, who is the man that will refuſe to wor- 


ſhip him? 


- Taz Holy Spirit is deſcribed in Scripture as the immedi- 
ate author and worker of miracles; the inſpirer of the pro- 
phets and apoſtles ; the ſearcher of all hearts, and the com- 


John xv1, 30. xxl. 17. + John 11. 25. t Rev. 11. 23. 

Matt. xxv111. 20. 8 John 1. 3, Heb. 1. 10. 

JI do not ſee my Saviour only in “a few detached paſſages” of either Teſta- 
ment. I ſee him conducting the œconomy of the divine diſpenſations, through 
both, from the creation to the conſummation of all things, as the Mn) 557 the 
Tm ND and O Aoyes rs O. Dr Allix and Mr Taylor have both demonſtrated 
this point. It is only to be wiſhed, the latter had drawn the concluſion drawn by 
the former—the juſt and proper concluſion — that the perſon ſpoken of muſt indeed 


be very Gon. 
forter 
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forter of good Chriſtians in difficulties. To lie to him is the 
ſame thing as to lie to God. Blaſphemy againſt him is un- 
pardonable. To reſiſt him is the ſame thing as to reſiſt God. 
He is in God, and knows the mind of God as perfectly as 4 
man knows his own mind; and that in reſpect of all things, 
even the deep things of God. The bodies of men are his tem- 
ple, and by being AIs temple, are the temple of Gop. He 
is joined with God the Father, not only in the ſolemn form 
of baptiſm, as we have ſeen above, but in religious oaths, and 
invocations for grace and peace; in the ſame authoritative 
miſſion and vocation of perſons into the miniſtry ; *The 
cc Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas and Saul.“ Muſt 
he not then be a pERsoN? In a word, he is Lok p, or JE- 
HOVAH, and Gov, and LoRD oF HosTs.F 


To theſe teſtimonies for the Divinity of the Son and Holy 
Spirit I ſhall add only one obſervation more, namely, that in 
a great number of inſtances, the very ſame things are ſaid, 
in different places of Scripture, of all the three divine per- 
ſons, and the very ſame actions aſcribed to them. P The 
whole Trinity is ſaid to be eternal, holy, true, living, and 
every where preſent; to have made man; to inſtruct and 


2 Acts xiii, 2. | | 3 0 
+ See the Concluſion of Mr. Jones's Catholic Doctrine, & e. See alſo Dr. Ridley. 
4 See the Concluſion of Mr. Jones 's Catholic Doctrine, &c. 
F illuminate 


— 42 J 

illuminate him; to lead us, to ſpeak to us, and to be with 
us; to give authority to the church; to ſanctify the elect; 
to perform every divine and ſpiritual operation; and to raiſe 
the dead. Therefore, theſe three were, are, and will be, one 
God, from everlaſting to everlaſting. 


Havinc now conſidered the doctrine of the Trinity as 
implied in the Words of the text, and confirmed by the de- 
clarations of the Scriptures at large, I am to ſhew in the 


III“ And laſt place, the intereſt we all have in the doc- 
trine thus eſtabliſhed : or, in other words—we have endea- 
voured to ſhew what the three divine perſons are in them- 
ſelves, and what relation they bear to each other : let us now 
enquire, what they are, and what relation they bear, to vs, 
and what are the duties on our fide, reſulting from that 
relation ; the benefits conferred by them, and the return, in 
love, honour, and gratitude, due from us. 


+ Such being the fact, all diſputation concerning the manner of the Diſtine- 
tion, the manner of the Union, the manner of the Generation, and the manner of 
the Proceſſion, is needleſs, and fruitleſs : needleſs, becauſe if we have divine au- 
thority for the fact, it ſufficeth; hat is all we are concerned to know; fruitleſs, 
becauſe it is a diſputation without ideas: after a long, tedious, intricate, and per- 
plexed controverſy, we find ourſelves—juſt where we were — totally in the dark. 
Such has been the caſe reſpecting this and other queſtions. God is pleaſed to 
reveal the fact; man inſiſts upon apprehending the mode; in his preſent ſtate 
he cannot apprehend it; he therefore denies the fact, and commences unbeliever. 


Many 
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Many apprehend the doctrine of the Trinity to be what 
is called a SPECULATIVE doctrine only, that is to ſay, a doc- 
trine, concerning which men may think, and conjecture, 
and reaſon, and diſpute, for their amuſement, but of no 
effect or importance in a religious life. This is a conſiderable 
miſtake in judgment ; and to prove that it is ſo, let us only 
aſk. one queſtion : What is the doctrine of moſt importance 
to man, in his religious concerns? Undoubtedly it is that 
of his Redemption from ſin and ſorrow, from death and hell, 
to righteouſneſs and joy, immortality and glory. But of ſuch 
redemption what account do the Scriptures give us? By 
whom was the gracious ſcheme originally concerted, and 
afterwards carried into execution? Was it not by the three 
perſons of the ever bleſſed and adorable Trinity? 


IT was not an afterthought, a new deſign, formed upon 
the tranſgreſſion and fall of our firſt parents. That event was 
foreſeen, and proviſion made accordingly. For upon the very 
beſt authority we are informed, that Chriſt was the Lamb 
« ſlain from the foundation of the world; * that is (for i it can- 
not be otherwiſe underſtood) ſlain in effect, in the divine pur- 
poſe, and counſel. It is likewiſe ſaid, that grace was given us 
« j in Chriſt Jeſus, before the world began.” + The words 
intimate, that, previous to the creation of the world, ſome- 
thing had paſſed i in our favour above; ; that the plan of our 


” Rev. xiii. 8. | 5 | t 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 1. 2. 
F 2 | future 
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futare redemption was then laid ; that ſome e 
ſome covenant, relative to it, had been entered into; - grace 


« was. given us, not in our proper perſons, for as yet we 
were not — we had no being but in the perfon of him who 


was afterward to become our repreſentative, our Saviour— | 
«© in Chrift Jeſus.” ” Now the plan muſt have been laid, the 


covenant entered into, by the parties who have fince been 
graciouſly pleaſed to concern themſelves in its execution. 
Who thefe are we cannot be ignorant. It was the Son of God 
who took our nature upon him, and in that nature made a 
full and ſufficient oblation, ſatisfaction, and atonement, for 
the ſins of the world. It was the Father who accepted ſuch 
oblation, ſatisfaction, and atonement; and in conſequence, 


forgave thoſe ſins. It was the Holy Spirit who came forth 


from the Father and the Son, through the preaching of the 
word, and the adminiſtration of the ſacraments, by his en- 

lightening, healing, and comforting grace, to apply to the 
hearts of men, for all the purpoſes of pardon, ſanctiffcation 
and falvation, the merits and DECLINE of Guat oblation, fatiſ- 
faction, and atonement. „ 


. — + - * 


Sax no more, then, that the doctrine of the Trinity is a 


matter of curioſity and amuſement only. Our religion is 
founded upon it. For what is Chriſtianity, but a manifeſta- 
tion of the three divine perſons, as engaged in the great 


work of man's Redemption, begun, continued, and to be 
ended 
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ended by them, in their ſeveral relations of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier, three Per- 
ſons, one God? If there be no Son of God, where is our 
Redemption ? If there be no Holy Spirit, where is our Sanc- 
tification? Without both, where is our Salvation? And if 
theſe two perſons be any thing leſs than divine, why are we 
baptized, equally, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ? Let no man therefore deceive 
you: © This is the TRUE Gop, and eternal life.” * 


A 


beſeech you, deceive yourſel ves. Benefits conferred require 
duties to be paid. Remember what the three divine perſons 
have done for you, and forget not what they expect that 
you ſhould do in return. For how little will it avail you 


to believe aright concerning the Trinity, if you live ſo as to 


diſpleaſe the Trinity ?—You know and believe in the true 


God: you do well. But let not that which is an honaur | 


to you, be any encouragement to diſhonour God; the know- 
lege of whom can only ferve to increaſe your condemnation, 
if you live in the practice of pride and malice, envy and ha- 
tred, luſt and intemperance, even as the heathen who knew 
him not. And though it be the faith of a Chriſtian which 
diſtinguiſhes him from the reſt of mankind; yet that faith, 
to proſit him, muſt appear in the conduct of his life; as love 


1 John v. 20, 


to 


/ And while you ſuffer no man to deceive you, do not, I 


« 
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to a friend is beſt witneſſed by a readineſs to do him ſervice. 
It is true, the ſervice is not the love, nor of equal value 
with it; yet the love that refuſes the ſervice will be ac- 
counted as nothing. The myſtery of faith is an invaluable 
treaſure; but the veſſel that contains it muſt be clean and 
undefiled ; it muſt be holden in 4 pure conſcience; as the 


manna, that glorious ſymbol of the word of faith preached 


to us by the Goſpel, was confined to the tabernacle, and 


preſerved in a veſſel of gold. A mind that is conformed 


to this world, and given up to its pleaſures, though it repeat 


the creed without queſtioning a ſingle article of it, will be 
abhorred in the fight of God, as a veſſel unfit for the maſ- 


ters uſe, and unworthy, becauſe unprepared, to ſtand in the 
moſt holy place. It is the great excellency of faith; that it can 
produce ſuch a transformation in the life and manners, as no 
other principle has any power to do. But many are poſſeſſed 
of this truth, without applying it to their own advantage. 
Let them, however, bear in mind, that without holineſs 
« no man ſhall ſee the Lord: none of the world's droſs or 
impurity will be ſuffered to continue in his fight. And in 
this he is no hard maſter, reaping where he has not ſown, 
and requiring the fruit of good works without giving us 


ſtrength and ability to bring them forth. He has provided 


for us the precious blood of the Eamb, and offered to us 
the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, that we may be enabled to 


ſerve that true and living God in whom we believe. If we 


KEY are 
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are purged by HIM, we ſhall be clean: if he waſhes us, 
we ſhall be whiter than ſnow; and when the kingdom of 
God ſhall come, and his glory ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
prepared to behold his face in righteouſneſs, * 


The ſum of. the whats matter, as St. Paul has wonder- 
fully expreſſed it in a ſingle verſe, is this —** Through 
« Chriſt we have an acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father.” + 
To the Father, with a due ſenſe of this great honour and 
privilege, as ſons of God, let us therefore addreſs our- 
ſelves, for pardon, and admiſſion to our heavenly inheri- 
| tance; O God, the Father, of heaven, have mercy upon 
« us miſerable ſinners!“ But as we have no deſerts of our 
own, no works of righteouſneſs by which to claim his fa- 
vour, and are entitled only through the ſufferings and ſatis- 
faction of Chriſt, let us beſeech HIM to intercede for us, 
and plead his merits with the Father; O God the Son, 
Redeemer of the world, have mercy upon us miſerable 
« ſinners!” And ſince the benefits of his merits are applied, 
and our pardon ſealed, and ourſelves enabled to render an 


It has been aſked, © Of what importance the doctrine of the Trinity can 
© be to the State?” We anſwer, much, every way; as it is a doctrine of the 
| Scriptures, and as it is a doctrine pregnant with the nobleſt motives to chriſtian 
love and obedience, It therefore requires and demands the ſupport of every 
ſtate wiſhing to enjoy the favour and protection of that God, who, for ſuch gra- 
cious purpoſes, hath revealed it. 

+ Epheſ. 11. 18. 
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acceptable 
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acceptable ſervice, only by the operations and aſſiſtances of 
the Holy Spirit, let us implore nis aid alſo; O God the 
« Holy Ghoſt, proceeding from the Father and the Son, 
have mercy upon us miſerable; finners !“ Vet remembering. 
that, how various ſoever the economy may be, ſalvation is 
the one ſole undivided end and work of all; therefore to 
AI let us addreſs our earneſt prayers and invocations, as to 
the Great Power wy: whom we have conſecrated ourſelves 
and ſervices; <* holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trinity, three 
« Perſons, and one God, have mn upon us 9 | 


c ſinners !“ 


AnD thou, almighty and everlaſting God, who haſt given 
unto us thy ſervants grace by the confeſſion of a true faith 
to acknowlege the glory of the eternal Trinity, and in the 
power of the divine Majeſty to worſhip the Unity; we beſeech 
thee, that thou wouldeſt keep us ſtedfaſt in this faith z and 

evermore defend us from all adverſities; who liveſt and 

en one God world without end. 


To this one God, kin the means of grace > vouchſafed to us 
in this life, and for the hopes of glory in another, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all honour, majeſty, and dominion, all Praiſe 
and adoration, both now and for ever. 


THE E N D. 


